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were in charge of Capt. Doughty,, who had been promoted to the company formerly Hamilton's, and which had been annexed by Gen. Knox to Lamb's regiment. In making his return to his superior officer, Capt. I), mentions an affair not noticed in many of the histories of the time, which, with his reflections thereon, deserve to be extracted.*
" We have no news at present, and have remained in peace and quietness, except a small alarm we had a few days ago; which I dare say you have heard of before this5 but lest you should not, as it is a credit to our arms, I will trespass upon your patience in informing you of it. On the 19th instant, the whole of the enemy's horse, supposed to be near two hundred, after a circuitous march on the preceding night, attempted to surprise, at day-break, a party of our horse, under command of Captain Lee, which forms our most advanced post; but unhappily for these bravadoes, this truly good officer observing their intentions; his retreat being dangerous, betook himself, with the small party then with him, consisting of a sub, sergt. corpl. arid six men, to a large store house; and there, by his superior address and bravery, withstood the repeated attacks of so superior a number; and after supporting the conflict for some time, made these gentry relinquish their plan, and retreat with disgrace and confusion; leaving six dead on the field. Capt. Lee's lorn was but trifling, none but his 1L ulenant being wounded.
I assure you, nothing can reflect more honor on the character of a soldier, than Capt. L e's behavior on this occasion; and when added to his former services, entitle him to the esteem of every soldier; whilst at the same time, it teaches us young soldiers, that it is not numbers that ensure us success; and that a few good, determined fellows, will execute, what a thousand dastardly wretches, would tremble at attempting.
My best wishes for your health, and happiness always at-
* Lamb paper*,    N. Y. HU. Soc.